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Defer Behavior
Pledge

Today, I will DO my
best to BE my best.

I will be respectful.

I will practice
responsibility.

I will always be safe.

I will show my
Dragon pride.

Defer Elementary School
15425 Kercheval

Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230
Phone: 313/432-4000

Fax: 313/432-4002
www.gpschools.org/defer

GROSSE POINTE

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Ve

Karen Sullivan
Defer Principal

I'm pleased to welcome you to George Defer Elementary

School and to the 2013 — 2014 school year! Defer is an outstanding school with
enthusiastic and dedicated teachers and staff, parents whom are supportive and
involved, and students who are respectful, responsible, hard working, and
involved in their school.

I know I speak for our entire staff when I say that we are here for your
child/children, and we strive to ensure the best possible education for them. In
order for us to achieve this, we must take a collaborative approach, working
together as school professionals, parents, students, community members, and
business partners.

I encourage ongoing, consistent communication between school and home. We
send school newsletters home every second Thursday of the month and we keep
our school website updated with important information to be helpful to you. Many
teachers also send home class newsletters.

This is an exciting year that promises to bring positive and productive changes at
many levels. A key focus will be the new Reading and Writing Workshop units
being implemented at all grade levels. We have a wonderful school year planned
for our students, full of fun, enriching, engaging lessons and activities, as well as
many PTO events.

Please be assured that I am approachable and work hard to establish
collaborative relationships with my parents, teachers, and students. I maintain
an open door policy and am here to help and support you however I can, always.
Here's to a great school year!

The first step in our collaborative approach linking home and school is our
Back-to-School Night. Mark your calendars for this very important event. It is
our goal that every family attend this important kick-off to the school year.
Back-to-School Night is an opportunity to meet your child’s teacher, learn about
the curriculum being focused on that school year, and build relationships with
other parents. This year’s Back-to-School Night is Tuesday, September 10th at
6:30 pm. Please join us in the gym for opening remarks and the introduction of
the staff. This will be followed by classroom visits and staff presentations. We
look forward to meeting you and forging an important partnership between
school and home. And most importantly, your child thanks you for attending!
You are sending them a powerful message about the importance of education
and your willingness to support them in their learning.

Again, here’s to a great school year!!!



BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT PICTURE DAY
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Be sure to join us for Picture Day will be on
r Back-to-School Night on Wednesday, September 11th.
Tuesday, September 10th Watch for further information!
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The first choir rehearsal will begin on Tuesday, October 1st at 7:40am in the music room

#111. Itis open to all 4th and 5th grade students at Defer. Choir permission slips will be
going home the second week of September. Come one...come all! Let's make some music!

Bell Schedule 2013-2014

Monday Bell Schedule Tuesday—Friday Bell Schedule

9:05 AM AM Entry Bell 8:20 AM AM Entry Bell

9:10 AM AM Instruction 8:25 AM AM Instruction
begins (tardy bell) begins (Tardy Bell)

11:56 AM Lunch Bell 11:36 AM Lunch Bell

12:44 PM PM Entry Bell 12:24 PM PM Entry Bell

3:38 PM Dismissal Bell 3:38 PM Dismissal Bell

Attendance Line 432-4001

If your child will be absent from or late arriving to school, please call the Attendance Line
(432-4001) by 9:00 a.m. It is available 24 hours per day for your convenience. If your child
arrives after 9:05 am (M) or 8:25 am (T-F), they must sign in tardy in the office.

Please note that if your child misses one or more hours from either the AM or PM, they are
considered absent for that portion of the day.

Student Pick-Up During School Hours

To ensure a safe, authorized pickup of children during the school day, please come to the
office to sign out your child if you need to take him/her out during the school day. The office
will contact your child’s teachers and your child will be sent to the office to meet you. Itis
helpful if the parent writes a note to the teacher indicating what time the child will be picked
up that day. Parents should not go directly to the classroom to release a child. Students
MUST be picked up in the office. Unless we have been contacted by note or telephone, a
child will only be released to the people listed on his/her emergency form.




Defer School Visitor Policy

It is important to Defer School that we provide a safe environment for our children; however,
we would like to retain a warm, inviting atmosphere for our parents. We want to encourage
parents to volunteer in our school, while at the same time, keeping track of all visitors to our
building. To meet both objectives, we have formulated a visitor policy. Please help us by
following these guidelines:

+ All doors are locked between 9:10am to 3:38pm on Mondays and 8:30am to 3:38pm
Tuesday thru Friday. Please use the buzzer system at the back and receiving room doors to
enter the building.

+ All visitors to the school must check in to the office. This includes parent volunteers,
contractors, and other service personnel. At the office, the visitor will sign the log and
receive a “Visitor” sticker to wear.

+ Please do not be offended if school staff ask to see your visitor sticker, this is for your
child’s safety.

+ If you need to deliver items to your child, such as lunches, homework, musical instruments,
etc., please deliver to the office. We want to keep classroom disruptions to a minimum. All
messages will be delivered at 11:40 or 3:20 on Mondays and 11:20 or 3:20 Tuesday thru
Friday.

+ When your child has an early dismissal, please come directly to the office to sign them out.
We will call your child to come down to the office. Teachers have been instructed not to
release children directly from the classroom, but to wait for a call from the office.

Breakfast Club

Defer is offering breakfast every morning from 7:50 am — 8:15 am for all interested
students. The payment system is the same as it is for lunch. There are two choices
each day, cereal or snack bar with milk, juice and fruit.
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Cost of lunch is $2.75. Milk is $.50

If your child forgets a lunch, we will try to contact you by phone. If you cannot be reached
to bring the lunch or the money to purchase a hot lunch, he/she will be allowed to borrow
on their account.

+ Any child with a negative balance of $5.00 or more will be given an alternative meal until
payment has been received. Alternative meal will consist of cereal, milk, veggie and fruit.
The cost is $1.75, charged to the child’s account.

+ Snacks cannot be charged. A child can purchase a snack if there is money on the account
or cash at the point of purchase. There will be a “2 snack limit” strictly enforced.

+ Applications for free and reduced lunches are available in the office. Please fill out and re-
turn the form to the school office if you think you qualify for this program. If you have any
questions regarding your child’s lunch account, please call 432-3852
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Destination Imagination News

“Destination Imagination is a non-profit, volunteer-led, cause-driven organization. Our
cause-driven purpose is to inspire and equip students to become the next generation of
innovators and leaders." -- Mission statement from www.destinationimagination.org

Defer will have a third grade Destination Imagination team this school year. Interested
families may contact Courtney Bocci at courtcat@gmail.com, as well as parents who are
interested in running a team for another grade. Outside adults who are interested in
volunteering with the program are also welcome. There is a longstanding history of excellence
from the Grosse Pointe Public Schools in this endeavor - last year many of our teams went to
the state level competition and beyond.

These teams become tight, and learn to work together creatively. The focus is academic and
there is competition involved. For more information, please see the website

above, www.micreativity.org, and/or speak with Courtney or one of the team members. It's a
thing about which all of us are passionate.

Academic Support Information

In addition to classroom instruction, there are two general education areas of instructional
support available to students at Defer:

Reading Club — Reading Club is a district-wide reading support program. Students are
identified for this form of support using a testing instrument called Fountas and Pinnell. New
students and students referred by teachers are tested to determine their reading level and
daily instruction is provided for those students reading below grade level.

Title 1 — Title 1 is a Federally funded program for schools that have a population greater than
14% of whom are receiving Free or Reduced Lunch. A number of factors are used to identify
students eligible for this service including: NWEA scores, MEAP, Grosse Pointe Writing, and
teacher/parent recommendation. A student can qualify for this assistance in math, reading, or
both.

Parents of students qualifying for these programs will receive notification and a parent meeting
will be scheduled soon.

Traffic Reminders

The Defer parking lot is not to be used for morning drop-off or afternoon pick-up of students.
Please respect this rule for the safety of all of our students.

The left-lane on Nottingham between Vernor and Kercheval is a drop-off/pick-up lane. It is not
meant for parking. If your intention is to drop-off your child in the morning or pick them up at
the end of the day, use this lane. It is not used for parking and coming onto the school
grounds. If you wish to do that, please park on the right hand side of Nottingham in the areas
where parking is allowed.




The Family Center is the go-to resource for parents,
caregivers and professionals who want to better navigate
the challenges of raising children in today’s busy world.

Fall 201 3 Calendar of Programs and Free Presentations:

October 2- May 30, 9-11am and 12:30-2:30pm Wednesdays & Thursdays

at Barnes Early Childhood Center, 200090 Momingside, GPW, 55 per family

PLAY CENTRAL

Play Cemntral is a place for parents. grandparents and all caregivers to play with their children
while socializing with others.

Cictober 10, Fpm at Assumption Cultwral Center, 21180 Marter Rd., 5t. Clair Shores, FREE:
Ask The Experts Talks: MANAGIMNG LIFE'S LAUMCHES “Cradle to College™
This series of three short [(20-minute-kong) talks offer ways for everyone to grow in the ability to
mieet life’s challenges. Plus: a “coffee & conversation® session following the Ask the Experts Tallks.
» Modeling Adulthood: Powerful Methods to Lead By Example

weith e Sy, Clinical Interventiomnist
+ Making the Most of Techmology in Your Family

weith Sean Hogan-Downey, LS
+ Mindfulness Meditation as a Method for Managing S5tress

weith Maureen McoKinley Light, LAASH

Dctober 15, Fpm at Erownell Middle School [Library], 260 Chalfonte, Grosse Poimte, FREE:
FINDING NORMAL IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOLYEARS

with D Adichael Dib, GPFSS & Mary Beth Garvey, LS

Hormiones, peer prassure and all the other reasons you no longer recognize the person living im
wour child's bedroom. Explore why our middle schoobers seem like stramgers - and honer we can
stay comnactad 1o and communicate effectively with our teens.

Dctober 22, 9-11am at Assumption Cultural Center, 21180 Marter Rd., 5t. Clair Shores, FREE:
MEET & GREET FOR PROFESSIOMALS
A gathering for school, meantal health arnd other professionals working with wouth and families.

More seminars and events o

The . Enriching Our Community
Fatnily €  Fameses:

C te r 313.&31-323;%?“1 =

Grosse Fo |In.--- e Wonds 20090 Momingside Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods








<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


